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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate how Kazuo Ohno, the world’s oldest Butoh dancer, conducted
his dance education at Soshin Girls” School for 38 years as a gymnastics teacher, focuses on his teaching “dance
class” and “Christmas pageant” in relation to his Butoh performance activity.

The research method was collecting the related literature and examining “Kazuo Ohno Archives” and
conducting semi-structured interview with concerned persons of the school. His work was examined from the
following perspectives: chronological table of education and Butoh works; dance teaching and choreography
of massed calisthenics “Beauty and Power” in physical education; Christmas pageant and its costume. The
result clarify that Ohno invited “free expression” of the students by asking “earnest question” which led
them face to inner self, rather than “teaching forms” through dance and Christmas pageant. Ohno, as a
teacher and a dancer, always faced with children and students with humble, dedicated and full of love and
piety, and a series of his teaching method never changed after being recognized in the world, in which he
drew out the human potential and expressed the theme of death and lives. It can be said that his attitude is
an origin of creative dance and education, and it provides the clue for dance teaching method.
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